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VISITORS WELCOME! A special welcome to any visitors and guests who
are with us today. Please sign the guestbook near the front door and
introduce yourself to the pastor after the service. We pray that the hearing
and receiving of the Word of God in our midst will be filled with joy and
thanksgiving!

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated every Sunday and on Feast Days.
Visiting communicant members of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
are invited to commune today. All other visitors are asked to speak with the
pastor before coming to the altar. If there is time before the service, introduce
yourself to the pastor or an elder. Other visitors are invited to use this time
for prayer. If you desire information about attending communion, you are
encouraged to visit with the pastor after the service today.

PRAYERS OF PREPARATION are found in the cover of the hymnals.
Take some time before the service begins in quiet preparation and prayer.
Please turn off and put away all electronic devices during the service.

+SERVING TODAY+
Elder: Mark Varvil
Ushers: Artyom Varvil & Kelvin Nelson
Greeters: Vernon & Lynda Koch
Organist: Monica Scholz
Altar Guild: Cara Zietz & Kris Kochman
Fellowship: Sandy Martin



Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates LSB 341

Stand

Confession and Absolution p184
+SERVICE OF THE WORD+

Introit Ps. 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Is. 45:8a
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Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words
to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of
them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.
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Kyrie p186
Benedictus p226
Salutation and Collect of the Day p189
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that
the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit



Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-19

B5“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— just as
you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly,
when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or
see this great fire any more, lest I die.” *’And the LORD said to me, ‘They
are right in what they have spoken. 81 will raise up for them a prophet like
you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and
he shall speak to them all that I command him. **And whoever will not
listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, | myself will require it
of him.””

Gradual Ps. 145:18, 21
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The LORD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ®do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. ‘And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse Psalm 40:17b
Alle- | luia.

You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!
Alle- | luia.

Holy Gospel John 1:19-28
¥This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” °He confessed, and did not
deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 2!And they asked him, “What
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And
he answered, “No.” #2So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give
an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 2*He



said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight
the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said.”

2*(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 2They asked him,
“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor
the Prophet?” ?John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you
stands one you do not know, ?’even he who comes after me, the strap of
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 2These things took place in
Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Apostles’ Creed p192

Sit

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357, choir v. 1

Sermon

Stand

Offertory p192

Prayer of the Church

Sit

A Little Child will Come to Lead Us Choir
+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+

Stand

Preface p194

Sanctus p195

Lord's Prayer p196

The Words of Our Lord p197

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei p198

Sit

Distribution

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348

O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617

From East to West LSB 385

Stand

Nunc Dimittis p199

Thanksgiving p200

Salutation and Benedicamus p201

Benediction p202

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803



+VIDMA-

Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum

The Word of the Itord endures forever

+PRAYER LIST+
Those who serve in our armed forces: Lena Roemke, Rianon Asbury,
Exavier Padro, & veterans.
For all those suffering from illnesses or other trials, including: Rylie
Snodgrass, John Funk (friend of Steve and Sarah Billings), Michelle
Knull, Roger & Sara Lyngen, Linda Polcin, Anita Brothers, the Nevius
Family, Nicole Padro (daughter of the Brayas), Jan Sandberg (mother of
Jim Sandberg), Sarah Hagerman, Ken Gundlach (uncle of Sarah
Billings), Wayne & Jeannie Pannette (brother-in-law and sister of
Marilyn Dissen), Linda Davis (sister of Steve Billings), and Larry Mills
(friend of Mike & Sandy Martin).



+ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 21+

% HYMN DEVOTIONS: Jane Gundlach's family has used the memorial
donations given to Messiah in her memory to purchase the devotional
book, Abide With Us, a daily devotion that focuses on the beauty of
God's Word and our beautiful and rich Lutheran hymnody. There is one
available for every household. They will be located in the fellowship
hall; please take one if you would like for your household and use it and
remember Jane and her love for the Word and the Lutheran theology
handed down in our hymnal! Each week one of the hymns from the
devotion will be sung in the Divine Service during 2026.

% ELECTRONIC GIVING: This is the perfect time to consider switching
to automatic contributions if you have not done so yet. It is easy and
convenient and costs the church nothing, whereas the expense of paper
envelopes increases every year and most likely also the cost to you for
checks. Contributions can be weekly, semi-monthly, bi-weekly, or
monthly and can be adjusted at any time. See Lesa if you have any
guestions or would like her to set it up for you. You can also enroll
yourself by clicking on the VVanco graphic on our website,
messiahkenosha.org.

+CONTRIBUTIONS+

Lord’s Work contributions budget YTD as of 12/19: $261,690
Lord’s Work contributions received YTD as of 12/19: $201,993
Difference: -$59,697
Restricted contributions YTD as of 12/19: $39,204

ATTENDANCE 12/14: 97

BIRTHDAYS BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
12/25 Vicky Nelson 12/24  John Hernandez
12/26 Mary Jo Jiter 12/27 Kelvin Nelson

Jerry Tobalsky

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT MESSIAH
Christmas Eve 4:30 pm Service of Lessons & Carols
11:00 pm Midnight Divine Service
Christmas Day 9:00 am Christmas Divine Service



