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VISITORS WELCOME! A special welcome to any visitors and guests who 

are with us today. Please sign the guestbook near the front door and  

introduce yourself to the pastor after the service. We pray that the hearing 

and receiving of the Word of God in our midst will be filled with joy and 

thanksgiving!  

 

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated every Sunday and on Feast Days. 

Visiting communicant members of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

are invited to commune today. All other visitors are asked to speak with the 

pastor before coming to the altar. If there is time before the service, introduce 

yourself to the pastor or an elder. Other visitors are invited to use this time 

for prayer. If you desire information about attending communion, you are 

encouraged to visit with the pastor after the service today. 

 

PRAYERS OF PREPARATION are found in the cover of the hymnals. 

Take some time before the service begins in quiet preparation and prayer. 

Please turn off and put away all electronic devices during the service. 

 

 

 

+SERVING TODAY+ 

 

Elder: Jim Vescova 

Greeter: Donna Boyd 

Organist: Monica Scholz 

Altar Guild: Bonnie Griepentrog & Tamara Weathersby 

Fellowship: Today’s fellowship snacks are provided by Steve & Sarah 

Billings in honor of Jane Gundlach’s birthday. 
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates         LSB 341 

 

Stand 

Invocation p184 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 

+CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION+ 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

+SERVICE OF THE WORD+ 
Introit                                                  Ps. 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Is. 45:8a 

 
 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

     and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

     let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

     and the sky above proclaims His | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words 

to the end | of the world.* 

     In them He has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

     and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of 

them,* 

     and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

     and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

     let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

 

Kyrie p186 

 

 

 

 



Benedictus p226 

  

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day p189 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that 

the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and 

mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 

among you, from your brothers—it is to Him you shall listen— 16just as 



you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, 

when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or 

see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They 

are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like 

you from among their brothers. And I will put My words in His mouth, and 

He shall speak to them all that I command Him. 19And whoever will not 

listen to My words that He shall speak in My name, I myself will require it 

of him.’” 

 

Gradual Ps. 145:18, 21 

 
The LORD is near to all who | call on Him,* 

     to all who call on | Him in truth. 

My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

     and let all flesh bless His holy name forever and | ever. 

 

Epistle                                                                                              Philippians 4:4–7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

  
Stand 
Alleluia and Verse p190 

 
Alle- | luia.* 

     Alle- | luia. 

You are my help and my de- | liverer;* 

     do not delay, O my God. Alle- | luia. 

 
 

Holy Gospel                                                                                         John 1:19–28 
19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 



then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And 

he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give 

an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He 

said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 

the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

      24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 

the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 27even He who comes after me, the strap of 

whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 

Apostles' Creed                   p192 
Sit 

 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

Sermon 
Stand 

Offertory p192 

Please be seated as the altar is prepared for the Service of the Sacrament. You are 

encouraged to use this time to prepare yourself to receive the Sacrament; 

appropriate prayers are found in the front cover of the hymnal. Visitors, please 

review the communion statement in the front of the bulletin. 

Offering may be left at either of the doors to the sanctuary. 

Prayer of the Church 

+SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT+ 

Preface p194 

Sanctus p195 

Lord's Prayer p196 

The Words of Our Lord p197 

Pax Domini   

Agnus Dei p198  
Sit 

Distribution 

Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB 348 

When All the World Was Cursed LSB 346 

From East to West LSB 385 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis p199 



Thanksgiving p200 

Salutation and Benedicamus p201 

Benediction p202 

 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

+PRAYER LIST+ 

 Those who serve in our armed forces: Austin Nehls, Kevin Boyd, Rev. 

Lynn Christensen, Rianon Padro, Sean Gleason, Rick Zuehls, and for 

veterans. 

 For all those suffering from illnesses or other trials, including: Alberta 

Helmke, Sean Esser (relative of John Winter), David Kristopeit (Linda 

Polcin’s brother-in-law), Donna Primuth, Toni Marshman, Donna 

Billings, Sam Gundlach (Jane’s grandson), and Chuck Atwood (Lesa 

Roemke’s uncle). 

 

+ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 20+ 

 YOUTH EVENT: The next circuit youth event will be this afternoon. 

Activities will be Christmas caroling and bowling. For caroling, meet at 

St. Paul’s in Union Grove at 1 pm. For bowling, meet at Old Settlers at 4 

pm and bring $5. All kids 5th – 12th grade are invited. 

 



 WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will not meet on Dec. 23rd or 30th.   We 

will resume studying 1 Peter on Jan. 6th. 

 CHRISTMAS SERVICES: On Christmas Eve, we will have the 

Service of Lessons & Carols at 6:00 pm and Divine Service at 11:00 pm. 

Christmas Day Divine Service is at 9:00 am. Anyone wishing for private 

communion for Christmas is encouraged to call Pastor Roemke. 

 SOCIAL WELFARE: Just a reminder to continue to donate any 

unwanted coupons from your Sunday paper. They get sent overseas to 

our military families. Please place the coupons in the basket by the 

mailboxes. Any questions, please contact Donna Boyd. 

 CHRISTMAS GIVING: KAFASI and the Shalom Center are both very 

grateful to all who purchased Christmas gifts for the needy. Needs are 

especially great this year and your generosity is very much appreciated. 

 OFFERING ENVELOPES: 2021 offering envelopes are in the 

fellowship hall. Families using electronic giving did not receive paper 

envelopes; please see Lesa if you need assistance making one-time 

donations. 

 FLOWER CHART: The 2021 flower chart is up in the hallway near the 

kitchen. Please sign up if you would like to sponsor altar flowers. 

 

+CONTRIBUTIONS+ 

Budgeted Lord’s Work Needed Weekly:                                                $4,460 

Lord’s Work Received 12/13-12/19:                                                        5,716 

Difference Received vs. Needed:                                                +1,256 

Difference Received vs. Needed YTD:                                                 -5,723 

 

ATTENDANCE    12/13  7:45 – 8 9:00 – 102   

 

      BIRTHDAYS                                       BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS 

12/24 Amy Walther   12/20 Fran Kroll 

12/25 Vicky Nelson   12/24 John Hernandez 

12/26 Mary Jo Jiter    Amy Walther 

 Jerry Tobalsky      

 

+DECEMBER EVENTS AT MESSIAH+ 
Sunday  Dec. 20  1:00 pm  Youth Caroling & Bowling 

@ Union Grove 

Thursday Dec. 24  6:00 pm  Service of Lessons & Carols 

    11:00 pm Midnight Divine Service 

Friday  Dec. 25  9:00 am  Christmas Divine Service 

 


